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Love and wit conquer all in Shakespeare's sparkling comedy of self-delusion and disguise.Padua

holds many suitors for the hand of fair Bianca, but Bianca may not be married until her spinster

sister, Kate, is wed. Could any man be rash enough to take on Kate? The witty adventurer Petruchio

undertakes the task. While he sets about transforming Kate from foul-tempered termagant to loving

wife, young Lucentio and his clever servant, Tranio, plot to win Bianca. Frances Barber and Roger

Allam are Kate and Petruchio. Lucentio is played by Alan Cox.
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William Shakespeare (1564-1616), English poet and dramatist of the Elizabethan and early

Jacobean period, is the most widely known author in all of English literature and often considered

the greatest. He was an active member of a theater company for at least twenty years, during which

time he wrote many great plays. Plays were not prized as literature at the time, and Shakespeare

was not widely read until the middle of the eighteenth century, when a great upsurge of interest in

his works began that continues today.
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